The Great Dismal Swamp is the
largest remaining swamp in the
eastern U.S. About 111,000
acres are protected by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service in the
Great Dismal Swamp National
Wildlife Refuge. In 1974 the
state of North Carolina
purchased 14,344 acres from
The Nature Conservancy for
$2.2 million to establish Dismal
Swamp State Park so that its
valuable biological, geological,
scenic, and recreational values
could be protected. The area is
very flat and the soils are almost
entirely peat of various depths.
The Division of Parks and
Recreation is charged with
preserving these values and
providing park experiences that
promote pride in, and
understanding of, North
Carolina’s natural heritage.

The Dismal Swamp State Park is
located in Camden County in
northeastern North Carolina.
The site’s northern boundary is
the Virginia state line, which also
serves as the boundary of the
Wildlife Refuge. The Refuge
borders the park on the west
and southwest sides. Private
farm land abuts the southern
boundary and the eastern
boundary is the Dismal Swamp
Canal and US Highway 17.

HOURS OF OPERATION

Open 7 days a week
(closed on Christmas Day)

Visitor Center hours:
Sat & Sun 9:30am—4:30pm
Mon-Fri 8:00am—4:30pm

Park hours:
8:00am—5:00pm (Nov.-Feb.)
The last scheduled closing for the
bridge will be at 5:00pm
8:00a.m.-6:00p.m. (Mar.-Oct.)
ALL VEHICLES MUST BE OUT
OF THE PARKING AREA BY
6:00PM

Entrance to the Visitor
Center is via the East and
West doors only. All others
are locked.

Joy Greenwood, Superintendent
2294 US Highway 17N
South Mills, NC 27976

PH: 252.771.6593
FX: 252.771.9944

DISCLAIMER

This brochure is produced and distributed by the
DISMAL SWAMP CANAL WELCOME CENTER
www.DismalSwamp.com

Yours to
Discover ...

Dismal Swamp
State Park

2294 US Highway 17N
South Mills, NC 27976
252-771-6593

North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation
www.ncparks.gov



The State Park is accessed by an 80-
foot, floating pedestrian bridge on the Dis-
mal Swamp Canal. The canal is the old-
est hand-dug waterway in the country still
in use as part of the Atlantic Intracoastal
Waterway. It has been entered into the
National Register of Historic Places, des-
ignated a National Historic Civil Engineer-
ing Landmark, and recognized as part of
the National Underground Railroad Net-
work to Freedom Program. It is part of
both NC and VA Civil War Trails.

The park entrance is adjacent to the Dis-
mal Swamp Canal Welcome Center on
US 17, three miles south of the North
Carolina/Virginia border.

The Dismal Swamp State Park provides
an interactive visitor experience with the
environmental properties and ecology of
the Great Dismal Swamp, including pic-
nicking, hiking trails, canoeing/kayaking,
bird watching, and herpetology.

The swamp supports a large variety of
migratory neotropical birds, mammals
(including the Dismal Swamp
southeastern shrew, black bear, and
bobcat), reptiles and amphibians, and a
significant butterfly fauna.

The Dismal Swamp State Park
has a lot to offer the public:

16.7 miles of hiking and mountain bik-
ing trails

Canoe & kayak launch on historic Dis-
mal Swamp Canal

Visitor Center with exhibit hall, audito-
rium, and classroom

Boardwalk extending 300 feet into the
swamp, (2,000’ ft. extension soon)

Abundant wildlife (Be mindful of our
wildlife ... we are in their home)

Butterfly Garden (coming soon)

Interpretive and educational programs
available to groups. Call ahead and
schedule with one of our Rangers

SAFETY TIPS FOR THE SWAMP
i Please do not feed the animals

i Dispose of all trash in trash and
recycle receptacles in and around
the building

i The swamp has an abundant sup-
ply of mosquitoes & ticks in the
summer months. We suggest us-
ing mosquito and tick protection
that contains Deet

i If hiking or mountain biking,
please use plenty of sunscreen as
most of the logging roads are in
full sun and take plenty of water

i Keep pets safely on a leash

PRESERVATION

State Park Rules & Requlations

A person shall not remove, destroy, or
injure any tree, flower, artifact, fern,
shrub, rock or other plant or mineral in

any park area

A person shall not collect plants, animals,

minerals , or artifacts from any park area

without first having obtained a collector’s

permit. Contact the park office if you
have any questions or concerns



